Amendments to Definition of e [I
G.143 Household Member in Protection %"\%SCEB aSd

South Carolina Coalition Against

fr o m D o m e s t i c A b u s e A Ct Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault

Dating Violence Victims Need Access to Civil Orders of Protection
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About the Bill

S.143 would:

> Extend life-saving protections to both teen and adult victims of dating violence.

? Provide clarification to the definition of cohabitating partners to bring the statute in line with the
case law established in the SC Supreme Court's 2017 decision in Doe v. State that determined that
the exclusion of same-sex, cohabitating partners from the protections provided by the SC Protection
from Domestic Abuse Act was unconstitutional.

The South Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault (SCCADVASA)
works proactively to increase the awareness of how laws and policies impact the lives

and healing of survivors of sexual and domestic violence. www.sccadvasa.org
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