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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    

  

Collaborative Summit Held to Discuss USC Report on Orders of Protection in SC 

Stakeholders Share Goal of Systemic Change to Protect Domestic Violence Victims 

 

[COLUMBIA, SC - May 22, 2024] — On Tuesday, May 21, nearly 80 legal service providers, 

victim advocates, and other key stakeholders convened at the SC Bar Conference Center in 

Columbia for a strategic discussion of the first in-depth statewide study on Orders of Protection 

in South Carolina. 

 

The SC Access to Justice Commission, SC Bar Foundation, SC 

Coalition Against Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault 

(SCCADVASA), SC Legal Services, and the University of South 

Carolina School of Law - Domestic Violence Clinic partnered to 

host the event with the goal of setting groundwork for 

collaborative systemic change to better protect victims of 

domestic violence.   

 

South Carolina faces both a serious, enduring domestic violence problem and significant 

barriers preventing access to civil justice. However, little statewide data has existed about these 

problems until the University of South Carolina’s research was published last month by the SC 

Access to Justice Commission (SCATJ Commission). 

 

Led by USC Professors Lisa Martin and Suzanne Swan, the study deepens the understanding 

of the persistent access to justice gaps experienced by survivors of domestic violence by 

researching Order of Protection cases — the most widely used civil legal remedy against 

domestic violence in the state. 

 

"This gathering of practitioners to meaningfully engage with the study findings is a foundational 

start in identifying data-driven solutions to create real systemic change and better protect South 

Carolina’s victims of domestic violence,” said Martin.  
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By reviewing 3,451 of the 3,800 Order of Protection cases filed in South Carolina Family Courts 

in 2019, the report provides an initial look at these Order of Protection case files by broadly 

focusing on three topics: the people involved, the abuse that brought them to court, and 

preliminary information about how these cases proceed through the courts. 

 

One of the study’s process findings revealed that the speed at which petitioners are protected 

varies by county with a statewide average of 14 days between a court filing and hearing. In the 

worst cases, the time grew to more than a month. 

SC is the only state that does not offer a Temporary Order of Protection to protect petitioners 

from respondents between the time when a case is filed and the final hearing. During this gap, 

petitioners are left unprotected and exposed while respondents are notified about the case. 

“There are lives here that we can help or hurt. Having these conversations is critical in 

protecting victims at the most dangerous time in the relationship -- between the start of 

separation from their abuser to the hearing in the case,” said Sara Barber, SCCADVASA 

executive director.  

 

Tuesday’s facilitated discussion explored foundational questions from both a statewide and local 

perspective including challenges revealed by the data, why these challenges exist, and possible 

solutions. 

Read the full report on the SCATJ Commission website: https://www.scaccesstojustice.org/dv-

orders-of-protection.    

 

About SCCADVASA:  

The South Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault (SCCADVASA) 

serves as the collective voice promoting the prevention of domestic violence and sexual assault 

in South Carolina. Our vision is a South Carolina free from domestic violence and sexual 

assault. Our statewide coalition is made up of the 22 sexual assault and domestic violence 

direct service and advocacy programs in South Carolina and other allied organizations. Since 

1981, SCCADVASA has been a leader in representing the critical needs of survivors and their 

families. Our dedicated staff advance our work through advocacy, education, and collaboration. 

To learn more about SCCADVASA and ways you can support survivors, visit our website at 

www.sccadvasa.org or follow us on Facebook or Instagram. 
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