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The bill's narrowed definition of contraceptive - which removes the methods of contraception that prevent
ovulation or implantation - will effectively deny women access to emergency contraception following a violent
sexual assault by a male perpetrator and subject victims and victim advocates to extreme civil and criminal
penalties for even discussing emergency contraception and other critical health and safety needs.

Survivors Need Access to Emergency Contraception

By removing the methods of contraception that
prevent ovulation and implantation from the
definition of “contraceptive,” this bill threatens the
availability of emergency contraception to women
and girls in the immediate aftermath of a violent
sexual assault. This would be a fundamental change
to the standard of care currently provided to victims
of rape.

Emergency Contraception Does Not Cause or Result
in An Abortion

The purpose of emergency contraception is to
prevent pregnancy, and if used within 5 days after
an assault, it can be 81% to 99% effective depending
on the timing and method chosen. Multiple recent
polls indicate that emergency contraception is
widely popular and that voters from across the
political spectrum oppose efforts to restrict access
to it and to equate emergency contraception with
abortion.
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When | was 20 and a sophomore in college, | was abducted
and violently raped by a group of men. My doctor became
my lifeline and even with him, a therapist and my parents all
I wanted to do was go to sleep and not wake up. Finding out |
was pregnant a month later was terrifying. My doctors, my
parents and | knew there was absolutely no way | was going
to be capable of having a healthy pregnancy nor was | ready
or equipped to become a mother. Had there been a law in
place preventing that choice made by my doctors and me, |
am certain | would have killed myself rather than be forced
into the role of motherhood that | wasn't capable of at that
time in my life. This bill would take away life-saving medical
care in the wake of sexual assault and replace it with the
threat of harsher punishments to a victim than most rapists
will ever see. Why are women'’s lives and experiences
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SEXUAL ASSAULT STATISTICS | SOUTH CAROLINA

e Rape and sexual violence are much more
common than people realize. The National
Sexual and Intimate Partner Violence Survey
(NISVS) estimates that 29.1% of women in SC
have been raped at least once in their life.

In 2024:

e 3,536 new primary survivors of sexual assault
sought services from a rape crisis center, with
nearly s being children under 18.

Over 7,000 sexual assault related crisis calls
were received by rape crisis centers across SC.
In 2023, the SLED Crimebook reported that 2,240
women reported sexual battery to law
enforcement.

These statistics are more than data points, they are

women’s lives that have been irreparably changed

as a result of rape. These women are our mothers,
sisters, friends, colleagues, and ourselves.

§.323 Would Subject Victims and Advocates Helping
Survivors to a Risk of Severe Criminal and Civil Liability

Rape crisis centers and other organizations providing
services to victims, as well as their employees will also
become subject to extreme civil and criminal penalties,
penalties that may exceed those imposed on perpetrators
of criminal sexual conduct, for simply providing victims
information about emergency contraception options as
recommended by the SC Sexual Assault Protocol.

The South Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault (SCCADVASA) works proactively to
increase the awareness of how laws and policies impact the lives and healing of domestic and sexual violence

survivors and their families.
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