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As you deliberate today on H.3537, we ask you to carefully consider the rights of survivors of
both domestic violence and sexual assault. We ask you to consider their right to live a life that
is free from further trauma, free from further risk of physical harm and free from the risk of
being murdered by their abuser.

Access to reliable methods of contraception that cannot be sabotaged by an abusive
partner is essential to safety of victims in violent relationships. In South Carolina, 42.3%
of women experience intimate partner violence, sexual violence or stalking in their lifetime.
People living in abusive relationships often do not have the autonomy to make decisions for
themselves, including the decision to have sexual intercourse or to get pregnant. A nationally
representative survey found that an estimated 10.3 million U.S. women reported having a
partner who tried to get them pregnant against their will or refused to use contraception', with
a heightened prevalence among victims of intimate partner violence.” This is commonly
referred to as reproductive coercion.

Once someone in an abusive relationship becomes pregnant, the violence frequently escalates.
In fact, more than 320,000 pregnant women are abused by their partner each year, and the
odds of experiencing such abuse increases by 10% for each pregnancy. This leads to the
alarming reality that homicide is now one of the leading causes of death during pregnancy.’

By defining life as beginning at fertilization, any action that interrupts implantation could put
someone at risk of being charged with murder. We believe this bill, as written, will impact the
availability of the IUD, the only form of reliable, long-lasting and reversible contraception that
cannot be sabotaged by an abusive partner. Limiting access to reliable forms of contraception
increases the likelithood that victims will be forced to remain in the relationship and raise
children in an increasingly abusive environment; thus, continuing the cycle of violence.
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Access to Emetgency Contraception after a sexual assault According to the South
Carolina Sexual Assault Protocol issued by the Office of the SC Attorney General, the
“standard of care is to discuss [with] and offer emergency contraception” to a woman in the
immediate aftermath of a violent sexual assault. The provisions of this bill would result in a
fundamental change to the standard of care currently provided to victims of rape. Emergency
contraception does not cause or result in an abortion.” The purpose of emergency
contraception is to prevent pregnancy, and if used within 5 days after an assault, it can be 81%
to 99% effective depending on the timing and method chosen. Multiple recent polls indicate
that emergency contraception is widely popular and that voters from across the political
spectrum oppose efforts to restrict access to it and to equate emergency contraception with
abortion.’

The two types of emergency contraception recommended to women in the aftermath of a
sexual assault by a male perpetrator are’:

1) emezgency contraceptive pills - including both progestin pills (such as Plan B
One Step©) and ulipristal acetate pills (such as ella©), which prevent pregnancy
by delaying ovulation, and

2) Intrautetine devices (“IUDs”), including both copper IUDS and hormonal
IUDs, which primarily prevent pregnancy by making it harder for the sperm to
fertilize the egg, but in some cases may also prevent pregnancy by delaying
ovulation or by making it harder for the egg to implant on the uterine wall.®
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The language proposed in this bill would make the use of an IUD in this circumstance
impossible without risk of criminal charges to a victim or medical professional.

Rape & Incest Exceptions provided under the current abortion Iaw will be lost. Rape
is a violent crime that removes all choice and control over a victim’s body and can result in
unplanned and unwanted pregnancy that may tether the victim permanently to their rapist.
The SLED Crimebook reports that 2,016 women reported sexual battery to law enforcement
in 2023°. Rape crisis centers responded to 3,536 new primary survivors of sexual assault. We
know these are undercounts of the true scope of the number of rapes and sexual assaults as
the National Sexual and Intimate Partner Violence Survey (NISVS) estimates that 29.1% of
women in South Carolina have been raped at least once during their life'” and the Bureau of
Justice Statistics estimates that only 24% of sexual assault victimizations are reported to law
enforcement.'"These statistics are more than data points, they are women’s lives that have
been irreparably changed as a result of rape.

SCCADVASA maintains its long-standing objections to any measure that unreasonably limits
survivors access to critical healthcare and safety options, especially in the immediate aftermath
of a violent and intimate assault or ongoing violence by a male perpetrator that may result in
an unwanted pregnancy, as the provisions of this bill identified above would further do.

contraception and with less discomfort, NICHD-funded study suggests Device may also be more effective
than morning after pill at emergency contraception, February 4, 2021, <<

https://www.nichd.nih.gov/newsroom/news/020421-levonorgestrel >>
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11 U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Criminal
Victimization, 2024.
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